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WHITBY  URBAN  DISTRICT 

for  the  year  1972. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 


WHITBY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1972. 

During  the  last  year  renovation  of  the  refuse  plant  was 
carried  out.  Incineration,  which  is  one  of  the  older  methods 
of  disposal  of  refuse,  seems  to  remain  very  much  the  best.  It 
has  advantages  in  dealing  with  some  material,  especially 
infective  or  offensive  matter,  that  no  other  system  has. 

As  will  be  noticed  in  the  body  of  the  report,  the  Harbour 
has  had  an  extremely  good  year. 

As  mentioned  by  Mr.  Boanas,  one  of  the  great  things  about 
new  houses  and  houses  improved,  often  with  the  aid  of 
improvement  grants,  is  that  the  heating  system  usually  pours 
out  much  less  smoke  than  older  fire  places.  This  is  greatly  to 
the  benefit  of  the  health  of  the  people  who  live  here,  especially 
in  the  more  crowded  central  part  of  town.  The  time  is 
approaching  when  the  question  of  smokeless  zones  ought  to  be 
kept  in  mind.  It  is  a  pity  that  some  smokeless  fuels  have  a 
lot  of  sulphur  in  them,  but  it  is  encouraging  to  see  in  operation, 
as  I  have  done,  a  domestic  fire  place  which  will  burn  ordinary 
coal  smokelessly. 


I  am,  Your  Obedient  Servant, 

B.  SCHROEDER, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  District  Health  Office, 

Grape  Lane,  Whitby. 


2 


<N 

03 


> 

H 

2 

O 

X 

H 

D 

< 

J 

O 

w 

s 

H 

O 

C/5 

& 

W 

u 

C 

u* 

O 

s 

I 

W 

X 


H-l 

M 

D 

cu 


o  ■  3  . 

s«(3z 

n  ^  w  « 


> —  X2  C3  dj 
o  -d  -*2  j- 

£  ^  c?° 

§  < 


u 

8 

e 

o  . 

o  as 

$  w 

£ 


*  1 
•a  s 

<U 

4) 

6 

6 

c  - 

O 

o 

© 

JS  t* 

0 

si 

J3 

-d 

£  I 

xs 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

a 

<u 

W 


T3 

(3 

as 

u 

o 


S3 
<D 
T3 
S3 
tuO  0) 
d 


«  ° 
Ph  cu 


0) 


J3 

u 


. .  d 

in  -r< 

r H  Sh 

^  5  o 

8*3  §< 


03  d 

0)  o 

Wt5 

<D 

o  a 

Id  C/3 

J5S 

d1-1 

PU 


d 

o 

-d> 

o 

<u 

a 

* 

d 


* 

o 

§ 


4) 

a 

« 

z 


X 

ai 

Q 

PQ 

X 

U 

•» 

« 

S 


PQ 

i— i 

ai 

i 

u 


PQ 
►— < 
CO 


■e 

<u 

U 


s 


4 


tf 

W 

a 

w 

< 

H 

o 

< 

W 

X 

O 

H 

X 

rj 

PQ 

>i 

J 

w 

< 

PQ 

§ 

Q 

£ 

0 

PQ 

H 


STATISTICS  AND  LOCAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 


Population — 


Registrar-General’s  Estimate,  mid  1972 

12,850 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  March,  1973  . 

£435,426 

Sum  represented  by  a 

Penny  Rate  . 

£4,123 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Live-Births — Legitimate 

.  80 

73 

153 

Illegitimate 

.  10 

13 

23 

Totals 

.  90 

86 

176 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ... 

....  13.7 

Ratio  of  Local  Adjusted  Birth  Rate  to  National  Rate  .. 

....  1.04 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population, 

England  and 

Wales  . 

....  14.8 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Still  Births— Legitimate 

.  0 

0 

0 

Illegitimate 

.  0 

0 

0 

Totals  . 

.  0 

0 

0 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  .  0 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births, 

England  and  Wales  .  12 

# 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year — 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  .  .  1  1  2 

Illegitimate  . 112 

Totals  . .  2  2  4 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  per  1,000  live  births  23 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  per  1,000  live  births, 

England  and  Wales  .  17 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  old — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

.  1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

.  1 

1 

2 

Totals 

.  2 

2 

4 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  week  old — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

.  1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

.  1 

1 

2 

Totals 

.  2 

2 

4 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaths  . 

.  98 

116 

214 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 

estimated  population 

16.7 

Ratio  of  Local  Adjusted  Death  Rate  to  National  Rate  . 

.98 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 

estimated  population, 

England  and 

Wales  . 

12.1 

COMMENT  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS 

There  are  more  illegitimate  births  than  usual.  After  the 
peak  year  in  1946  the  number  of  illegitimate  births  became  a 
low  proportion  of  total  births,  and  remained  so  until  1966,  thus 
taking  part  in  a  national  trend  which  had  started  before  1960. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING  1972— MALES. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES. 


The  Water  Engineer,  Scarborough  Corporation,  kindly 
informed  me  of  the  result  of  his  department’s  water  sampling 
in  this  district,  as  follows  : — 

Bacteriological  examination :  153  satisfactory,  4  unsatis¬ 
factory. 

In  addition  to  these,  I  have  made  frequent  tests  for  free 
chlorine. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses. 

REPORT  OF  THE  PORT  MEDICAL  OFFICER. 

The  Harbour  Master  has  kindly  given  the  following 
particulars  : — 


SHIPPING  TOTALS  —  PORT  OF  WHITBY  —  1972. 


IMPORTS.  CARGO. 


Timber  . 

5  ships  from  Baltic 

7,371.0  tons 

Paper  . 

20  ships  from  Finland 

3,069.4  tons 

Crepe  Paper  . 

10  ships  from  Sweden 

1,801.1  tons 

Chemicals  . 

21  ships  from  Germany 

10,709.0  tons 

Refractory  Materials 

15  ships  from  Sweden 

5,682.0  tons 

Steel  Wire  . 

6  ships  from  Germany 

4,806.6  tons 

Manufactured 

Wood  Products  ... 

35  ships  from  Finland 

29,501.0  tons 

Steel  . 

118  ships  from  Holland 

77,483.8  tons 

Whitening  . 

10  ships  from  France 

3.172.8  tons 

Barley  . 

8  ships  from  U.K. 

4,620.9  tons 

Sundry  Cargo  . 

6  ships 

3,844.1  tons 

254  ships  carrying 

152,061.7  tons 

EXPORTS. 

Grain,  Barley  . 

12  ships  to  Shetland 

Isles 

5,394.4  tons 

Steel  . 

18  ships  to  Norway, 

Germany 

4,167.7  tons 

Scrap  . 

6  ships  to  Greece 

and  France 

4,055.6  tons 

Sundry  Cargo  . 

3  ships  to  Russia 

1,169.1  tons 

39  ships  carrying 

14,786.8  tons 

Total :  293  Ships  carrying  166,848.5  tons  Cargo. 
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450  (approx.) 


Yachts  and  Private  Craft  Using  the  Harbour 

Local  Fishing  Fleet — 

Landings  for  the  year  were  : 

Shellfish  .  2,613  cwts  .  £39,627 

Whitefish  .  52,503  cwts .  £372,330 

£411,957 


NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

(Other  than  Tuberculosis) 

Infectious  diseases  were  notified  as  follows  : — 


Whooping  Cough  .  1 

Measles  . 40 

Infective  Hepatitis  .  25 

Scarlet  Fever  . 2 


TUBERCULOSIS,  1972. 

During  the  year  2  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  1 
case  of  non-pulmonary  were  notified,  and  1  death  from  this  cause 
was  recorded  during  the  year. 


MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  SURVEY,  1972. 


Fortnightly  Referral  Round 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Whitby  . 

110 

138 

248 

Other  Visits 

O.P.H.,  19  Royal  Crescent, 
Whitby 

10 

41 

51 

Results 

3  Females  were  referred  to  their  own  doctors  with  con¬ 
gestive  changes  (2)  and  Pleural  Fibrosis  (1). 

1  Male  was  also  referred  to  his  own  doctor  with  calcified 
focus. 

Another  2  Females  and  1  Male  were  referred  to  the  Chest 
Clinic  for  further  examination,  but  as  yet  we  have  not  been 
advised  of  the  ultimate  diagnosis. 


9 


HOSPITALS. 


The  Hospitals  in  Whitby  are  administered  by  the 
Scarborough,  Bridlington,  Malton  and  Whitby  Group  Hospital 
Management  Committee:  — 

(1)  WAR  MEMORIAL  HOSPITAL. 

A  General  Hospital  with  an  Out-patient  Department. 

(2)  ST.  HILDA’S  HOSPITAL. 

Specially  equipped  for  the  care  of  the  aged  sick. 

(3)  ESKDALE  HOSPITAL. 

A  General  Hospital  with  a  Maternity  Ward. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  FOR  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

Scarborough  and  Middlesbrough  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospitals  are  available  for  the  admission  of  cases  requiring 
isolation. 

LOCAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  PROVIDED  IN  THE  AREA 
BY  THE  NORTH  RIDING  COUNTY  COUNCIL 
Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

The  Child  Welfare  Centre  is  held  at  Grape  Lane,  Whitby, 
each  week,  on  Tuesday  afternoons. 

Sleights  I.W.C.,  at  Sleights  Institute,  is  held  on  the  third 
Monday  each  month.  Though  situated  in  the  Rural  District 
area,  mothers  from  the  Briggswath  area  find  it  a  convenient 
centre  to  attend. 

When  required,  patients  attending  these  Clinics  may  be 
referred  to  the  following  special  clinics,  also  held  at  Grape  Lane, 
Whitby:  — 

Artificial  Sunlight  Clinic. 

Dental  Clinic. 

Child  Guidance  Clinic. 

Speech  Therapy  Clinic. 

Eye  Clinic — (held  at  W.  M.  Hospital). 

Relaxation  and  Mothercraft. 

Cervical  Cytology  Screening  Service. 

This  free  service  is  available  by  appointment  for  women 
between  the  ages  of  30  and  65  years,  for  early  detection  of 
cancer  of  the  cervix. 
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Home  Nursing,  Midwifery  and  Health  Visiting. 

For  the  purpose  of  these  services,  the  nurses  serving  the 
Whitby  Urban  District  are  attached  to  the  Whitby  Doctors’ 


Practice  as  follows  : — 

Domiciliary  Midwives  and  District  Nurses. 

Mrs.  M.  Hare, 

Tel:  Whitby  2125 

1,  Normanby  Terrace, 

Whitby. 

Miss  J.  Taylor, 

Tel:  Whitby  3722 

10b,  Well  Close  Square, 

Whitby. 

Miss  M.  May, 

Tel.:  Sleights  588 

“  Netherlea,” 

Birch  Avenue, 

Sleights. 

Gas  and  Oxygen  Analgesia  is  available  to  any  patient  who 
desires  it. 

When  called  for  by  the  family  doctor,  the  District  Nurse 
will  attend  persons  who  require  nursing  in  their  own  homes. 

The  names  of  the  Nurses  attached  to  the  Rural  Doctors’ 
Practices  are  given  in  the  Rural  Report. 

Health  Visiting. 

There  are  two  Health  Visitors  for  this  district,  and  their 
first  duty  is  the  visiting  of  homes  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
advice  as  to  the  care  of  young  children.  It  is  their  duty  to  visit 
every  home  where  there  is  a  child  below  school  age,  so  that  the 
mother  may  be  encouraged  to  discuss  even  the  most  trivial 
worry  with  the  Health  Visitor,  who  may  then  re-assure  her  or 
get  her  to  seek  expert  advice. 

In  addition,  they  visit  and  advise  expectant  or  nursing 
mothers,  persons  suffering  from  illness,  including  tuberculosis, 
and  aged  persons. 

Family  Planning  Clinic. 

This  is  held  at  Grape  Lane,  Whitby  on  the  3rd  Thursday 
in  each  month  at  7  p.m.  and  the  4th  Thursday  in  each  month 
at  2  p.m.  No  appointments  are  necessary. 
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Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 


Vaccination  and  immunisations  against  Poliomyelitis> 
Measles,  Diphtheria,  Smallpox  and  Whooping  Cough  were  done 
by  family  doctors,  or  at  the  infant  welfare  centres.  In  addition, 
it  has  been  routine  practice  during  the  year  for  Dr.  Binns  and 
I  to  offer  boosters  to  schoolchildren,  as  follows  : — 

Poliomyelitis. — On  school  entry. 

Diphtheria. — On  school  entry. 

Tetanus — On  school  entry. 

Rubella. — 13  year  old  girls. 


Ambulance  Service. 

Two  large  ambulances  and  two  light  ambulances  are 
housed  in  a  garage  in  Waterstead  Lane,  Whitby. 

Escort  duties  in  the  ambulance  service  have  been 
undertaken  by  members  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade 
and  the  British  Red  Cross  Society. 


Domestic  Help  Service. 

At  the  time  of  preparation  of  this  Report,  the  Domestic 
Help  Service  has  been  handed  over  to  the  Social  Services 
Department. 

Social  Services  Department. 

The  officers  formerly  known  as  Welfare  Officers 
continue  to  operate  from  their  office  in  Grape  Lane.  Tel.  No. 
3635.  The  headquarters  for  this  area  is  now  in  Scarborough. 

Chiropody  Service. 

One  whole  time  and  one  part  time  Chiropodists  were 
provided  by  the  North  Riding  County  Council,  treatment  being 
offered  to  the  following  classes  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
family  doctor : — 

Men  over  65  years  old. 

Women  over  60  years  old. 

Physically  handicapped  persons. 

Persons  with  mental  illness. 

Expectant  mothers. 
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A  total  of  2,179  treatments  were  given,  compared  with 
2,412  in  the  previous  year.  The  treatments  were  effected  as 
follows  : — 


At  Clinic  Sessions — Whitby  ...  1689  (1730) 


At  Patients’  homes  .  671  (334) 

At  St.  Hilda’s  Hospital  .  216  (164) 

At  19  Royal  Crescent  .  203  (184) 


Meals  Service. 

The  “  Meals  on  Wheels  ”  service  distributed  meals  during 
the  year.  This  is  a  service  most  capably  organised  and  staffed 
by  the  Women’s  Royal  Voluntary  Services,  and  financed  by  the 
Urban  District  Council. 

In  conjunction  with  such  County  services  as  home 
nursing,  home  helps,  health  visiting,  etc.,  and  a  variety  of 
voluntary  services  which  have  been  brought  together  during 
the  year,  the  Meals  service  enables  many  elderly  people  to 
remain  at  home  who  would  otherwise  need  admission  to  a 
hospital  or  old  persons’  home. 

Whitby — 3,576  meals. 


Equipment  Loaned  Out. 

Air  rings,  Sorbo  cushions,  etc .  2 

Bed  rests  .  2 

Bedpans  and  urinals  .  16 

Ripple  beds  .  1 

Rubber  sheets  .  9 

Sheepskins  .  4 

Wheelchairs  . 2 
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The  Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

St.  Hilda’s  Terrace, 
Whitby. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
WHITBY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mesdames  and  Gentlemen, 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  present  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  the  year  1972. 

This  year  was  memorable  for  me  in  so  far  as  I  was 
appointed  your  Public  Health  Inspector  from  the  1st  January, 
but  with  the  amount  of  work  that  arose  one  was  not  allowed 
the  luxury  of  indulgence. 

The  Council  made  an  important  and  I  am  sure  very 
correct  decision  to  continue  to  dispose  by  incineration  the 
refuse  collected  within  the  Urban  Area. 

This  meant  extensive  repairs  and  overhaul  to  the  34  year 
old  Incinerator  Plant  which  took  twice  as  long  as  estimated  due 
to  circumstances  beyond  our  control.  Whilst  this  repair  work 
was  being  carried  out  refuse  disposal  was  carried  out  by 
CONTROLLED  TIPPING  at  Selly  Hill. 

I  would  like  to  report  here,  that  the  Cleansing  Staff  did 
an  excellent  piece  of  work  on  this  Tip  despite  many  difficulties 
and  the  fact  that  the  tip  is  situated  near  to  the  main  Whitby  to 
Guisborough  road.  The  exercise  was  carried  out  almost 
unnoticed  by  the  general  public,  so  well  was  the  operation 
CONTROLLED. 

During  the  year  it  was  decided  to  engage  a  pupil  in  the 
Public  Health  Department  showing  that  some  practical  effort 
was  being  made  to  the  problem  of  the  ever  increasing  number 
of  unemployed  school  leavers  in  the  area. 

Never,  at  any  time  during  the  year  was  there  a  “  let  up  ” 
in  the  number  of  Improvement  Grant  applications  received  in  the 
Health  Department. 

The  relaxation  of  controls  governing  these  grants  and  the 
raising  of  the  grant  to  £1,500  increased  the  number  of  applica¬ 
tions  received  by  five  times. 
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Many  of  the  old  houses  in  Whitby  have  been  given  a  new 
lease  of  life  with  the  help  of  these  grants.  Areas  of  the  town 
have  been  given  a  new  look  and  most  important  the  occupants 
of  these  houses  are  now  enjoying  these  modern  amenities  and 
it  is  indeed  a  pleasure  to  witness  just  how  much  these  improve¬ 
ments  are  appreciated  by  these  people. 

These  grants  are  given  not  simply  to  make  the  standards 
of  these  homes  bearable  but  to  IMPROVE  them. 

As  one  can  well  appreciate  any  scheme  of  this  nature 
does  not  proceed  smoothly.  Applicants  for  Improvement  Grants 
have  found  that  getting  the  actual  work  carried  out  has 
presented  a  problem.  I  feel  that  this  type  of  building  work  or 
repair  and  alteration  is  very  difficult  to  carry  out  properly  and 
the  work  on  new  constructions  or  large  contract  operations  are 
preferable  to  the  small  difficult  and  mostly  dirty,  private 
Improvement  Grant  jobs. 

Apart  from  improving  the  general  appearance  of  the 
streets  and  yards  of  Whitby  I  feel  that  the  Improvement  Grants 
have  gone  a  long  way  in  helping  maintain  the  character  of  the 
Town  in  preserving  these  old  properties. 

One  final  point  worth  mentioning  is  that  a  large  number 
of  old  fashioned,  inefficient,  smokey  and  defective  coal  burning 
fireplaces  have  been  replaced  with  modern  smokeless  appliances 
or  central  heating  with  Improvement  Grant  and  I  feel  that  this 
must  contribute  to  a  cleaner  atmosphere. 

But  I  am  certain  that  1972  was  the  year  that  to  most  of 
us  was  felt  that  Local  Government  Re-organisation  had  really 
arrived,  as  this  was  the  start  of  all  the  ground  work  needed 
in  order  that  we  would  be  prepared  for  April  1974. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  all 
Councillors  and  Members  of  the  Staff,  in  particular  my  own 
Department,  together  with  the  Manual  Workers  who  have 
contributed  to  the  smooth  running  of  the  Department. 

During  the  year  Mr.  Alan  Blythe  the  Deputy  Public 
Health  Inspector  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Gordon  Pinder,  Deputy 
Public  Health  Inspector  who  has  made  a  valuable  contribution 
to  the  work  of  the  Health  Department. 

Yours  faithfully, 

G.  A.  BOANAS, 

Public  Health  Inspector. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT,  1972 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  supply  and  distribution  of  water  is  undertaken  by 
Scarborough  Corporation  and  controlled  by  a  Committee  of 
Members  from  each  Local  Authority. 

The  Ruswarp  Sewerage  Scheme  started  in  1970  has  now 
been  completed,  thus  allowing  a  high  grade  of  water  to  be 
extracted  from  the  river. 

SEWERS  AND  DRAINS 

With  the  ever  increasing  number  of  houses  being  built  in 
the  Urban  Area  and  installation  of  baths  and  wash  hand  basins 
etc.  in  older  houses  through  Improvement  Grants,  one  wonders 
how  the  old  sewerage  system  copes  with  the  influx. 

One  questions  whether  this  increased  flow  is  resulting  in 
pollution  at  that  part  of  the  Scaur  beyond  the  East  Pier  and  that 
the  system  of  passing  crude  sewage  into  the  sea  should  not  be 
reviewed  in  this  time  of  anti-pollution. 

There  are  still  17  properties  within  the  Urban  Area  that 
are  not  connected  to  the  Council  sewer  for  the  drainage  disposal. 

I  feel  that  every  effort  should  be  made  to  provide  this 
service  to  all  properties  in  the  area,  as  this  would  surely  be  an 
investment  as  well  as  an  amenity. 

OFFICES  AND  SHOPS. 

Owners  of  premises  coming  under  the  scope  of  the  Offices, 
Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  have  continued  to  observe  the 
requirements.  There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  the  employees 
have  enjoyed  better  working  conditions  and  more  facilities  with 
the  co-operation  of  the  employers. 

The  majority  of  employers  today  are  fully  aware  that 
clean,  well  ventilated  and  well  lighted  work  places  with  adequate 
sanitary  facilities  make  for  a  more  contented  staff,  resulting  in 
a  better  work  output  and  performance. 

At  the  end  of  1972,  207  premises  were  registered, 
consisting  of  45  offices,  131  retail  shops,  12  wholesale  shops  and 
warehouses,  17  catering  establishments  and  2  fuel  storage 
depots.  866  persons  are  employed  in  these  premises.  One 
accident  was  reported  and  investigated.  30  visits  of  all  kinds 
were  made  during  the  year. 
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CAMPING  SITES 


There  are  237  caravans  stationed  on  six  sites  and 
judging  by  the  requests  received  they  are  not  sufficient.  How¬ 
ever  the  Caravan  Club  take  advantage  of  staging  a  Caravan  Rally 
of  some  100  caravans  for  a  limited  period  only  in  the  Whitby 
Area. 

It  must  be  reported  that  these  people  are  a  credit  to  the 
Caravan  Club  in  setting  an  example  of  cleanliness,  hygiene  and 
tidiness  where  caravan  sites  are  concerned. 


NUISANCES 

There  were  164  complaints  of  nuisances  received  in  the 
Health  Department  during  the  year.  In  all  cases  these  were 
investigated  and  a  remedy  was  found  by  informal  action. 


VERMIN 

Whilst  the  usual  complaints  of  flies,  wasps,  ants,  cock¬ 
roaches  were  received  24  in  all,  the  one  complaint  that  did 
concern  me  was  the  one  for  Bed  bugs.  It  is  16  years  since  I 
last  came  across  this  little  creature  and  thought  he  was  on  his 
way  out. 

However  it  was  a  mild  infestation  and  was  promptly  and 
severely  dealt  with  but  it  goes  to  prove  that  one  never  knows 
where  or  when  these  vermin  will  make  their  appearance. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

The  rat  and  mice  population  is  being  constantly  dealt  with 
by  the  department  staff  and  in  consequence  is  never  allowed  to 
get  really  established. 

Once  again  the  treatment  of  sewers  for  rats  proved  that 
there  is  a  very  small  infestation  of  rats  in  this  quarter. 

Whilst  not  claiming  any  special  type  of  mouse,  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  eradicating  this  pest  from  one  particular  area 
of  the  town.  However  after  various  treatments  and  changes 
of  diet,  was  finally  eliminated  and  it  can  be  said  that  Whitby 
has  this  type  of  infestation  well  under  control. 

56  treatments  for  rats  and  59  treatments  for  mice  were 
made  during  the  year. 
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HOUSING 


This  year  has  seen  another  83  houses  completed.  If  this 
figure  is  coupled  with  the  number  of  properties  that  have  been 
brought  up  to  the  12  point  standard  with  Improvement  Grants 
then  it  will  be  evident  that  the  housing  stock  of  Whitby  has  been 
improved,  which  must  speak  well  for  the  town. 

The  reduction  in  the  number  of  complaints  of  bad  housing 
conditions  must  be  attributed  to  the  great  strides  made  in  the 
overall  housing  field. 

41  Discretionary  Grants  to  30  owner/occupied  houses  and 
11  tenanted  houses  as  well  as  7  Standard  Grants  to  6  owner/ 
occupied  houses  and  one  tenanted  house  were  made  involving 
a  sum  of  £52,084  in  grant  aid. 

This  brings  the  total  to  309  Discretionary  Grants  and  33 
Standard  Grants  involving  £136,393  in  Grant  to  the  end  of  1972. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION 

It  will  be  recalled  that  the  Council  invited  Management 
Services  to  survey  the  Refuse  Collection  Service  with  a  view 
to  introducing  a  pay  and  productivity  scheme. 

By  the  middle  of  the  year  this  survey  had  been  carried 
out  but  the  workmen  refused  to  accept  the  first  proposed  scheme 
but  towards  the  end  of  the  year  another  scheme  was  accepted 
by  the  men.  This  scheme  is  now  in  operation  and  the  first  six 
months  of  1973  will  be  the  testing  time. 

The  decision,  made  in  1971,  to  repair  and  renovate  the 
Heenan  and  Froude  Incinerator  Plant  was  put  into  effect  in 
February  this  year  when  a  considerable  portion  of  the  furnace 
lining  collapsed. 

The  works  of  repair  were  started  without  delay  but 
unfortunately  the  miners  strike  delayed  the  delivery  of  furnace 
bricks.  This  meant  that  the  tipping  of  all  refuse  at  Selly  Hill 
continued  for  a  much  longer  period  than  was  anticipated. 

Despite  the  high  winds  experienced  and  the  shortage  of 
covering  material  at  the  tip,  nuisances  were  cut  down  to  an 
absolute  minimum  even  though  the  tip  was  just  off  the  main 
Whitby-Guisborough  road.  I  doubt  very  much  if  the  general 
public  realised  this  work  was  being  carried  out,  so  well  was  the 
whole  operation  controlled. 

Every  credit  is  due  to  the  Foreman  and  workmen  in 
completing  this  task,  in  such  an  excellent  fashion. 
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It  will  be  seen  from  the  statistics  that  the  special 
collection  service  given  by  this  Council  continues  to  be  very  well 
used  by  the  ratepayer.  This  is  a  very  valuable  service  in  so  far 
as  it  prevents  the  need  for  the  indiscriminate  dumping  of 
unwanted  articles  and  makes  the  work  much  more  agreeable  for 
the  collectors. 

It  is  hoped  to  extend  the  Plastic  Bin  Liner  Scheme  to  all 
the  houses  in  the  Area  from  1st  April,  1973.  This  I  feel  sure  is  a 
decision  that  will  be  well  received  as  this  method  of  refuse 
storage  and  collection  has  in  my  opinion  proved  itself  to  be 
clean  and  hygienic,  labour  saving  and  less  noisy  than  the  old 
method.  It  does  also  mean  that  this  very  unpleasant  job  is  made 
more  amenable  to  those  who  carry  out  the  work. 

A  total  of  2,747  loads  of  refuse  were  dealt  with ;  2,125  by 
our  own  vehicles,  173  brought  in  privately  and  449  by  Local 
Traders.  650  calls  for  the  free  collection  of  bulky  articles  of 
refuse  were  received.  The  total  number  of  loads  is  smaller  this 
year  due  to  the  Revopak  carrying  a  larger  quantity  of  refuse, 
thus  making  less  visits  to  the  Plant  to  tip. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

The  Urban  District  is  well  provided  with  this  facility  and 
despite  constant  attention  and  vigilance  during  the  normal 
working  day,  vandalism  and  wanton  disfigurement  does  occur. 

It  would  appear  that  to  deter  vandals  the  fixtures  of 
these  buildings  must  be  constructed  of  unbreakable,  impervious 
material  with  no  edges  or  corners  or  appurtenances,  held  in 
place  by  hidden  fixings.  There  should  be  no  hand  holds  or 
openings  for  a  sharp  metal  instrument  and  the  place  should  not 
be  made  too  comfortable  for  the  vandal. 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

.  ( 

This  important  section  of  our  duties  continues  to  proceed 
and  now  we  can  claim  a  100  per  cent,  meat  inspection  as  the 
meat  inspector  is  in  attendance  at  the  time  of  slaughter  of  the 
animals. 

Work  has  been  carried  out  at  the  slaughterhouse  building 
during  the  year  and  the  standard  of  hygiene  and  cleanliness  is 
of  a  very  high  order. 

64,187  animals  were  slaughtered  and  inspected.  17  tons 
12  cwts.  23  lbs.  of  meat  was  condemned  of  which  6  cwts.  44  lbs. 
were  Tubercular. 
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CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 

IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART. 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Sheep 

Calves  and  Lambs 

Pigs 

No.  Killed  . 

3588 

875 

140 

19943 

39641 

No.  Inspected  . 

3588 

875 

140 

19943 

39641 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 

Cisticerci : 

Whole  Carcases 
Condemned  . 

4 

16 

14 

37 

59 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ... 

369 

179 

1 

466 

3239 

Percentage  of  the  No. 
inspected  affected 
with  diseases  other 
than  Tuberculosis 

10.40 

22.29 

10.72 

2.52 

8.32 

Tuberculosis  Only : 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . . . 

79 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 

affected  with  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

.20 

Cysterci : 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

1 

Carcases  submitted 

t  o  treatment  b  y 
refrigeration  . 

1 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned  . 
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SALVAGE 


T.  C.  Qts.  £  p 

Screenings  .  36  0  0  7.40 

Baled  Tins  .  6  1  2 

61  tonnes  185  kgs  196.65 

Paper  .  117  tonnes  230  kgs  1061.10 

Scrap  Metal  .  49  tonnes  265  kgs 

7  0  2  55.67 

Bottles  .  8  dozen  40 


£1,321.22 


CONDEMNED  FOOD 


48  lbs.  Sausage  Meat 
8  lbs.  Cooked  Pork 
1  x  8  lb  Turkey 
40  Black  Puddings 
4  lbs.  11  oz.  Liver  Sausage 
24  Meat  Pate 
35  lbs.  Pork  Pies 
7  lbs.  Cornish  Pasties 
22  lbs.  Cooked  Meat 
28  lbs.  Meat  Sandwiches 
123  x  4  oz.  Yoghurt 


77  x  4  oz.  Fruit  Fool 
16  Cans  Meat 
322  Tins  Other  Foods 
466  Packets  Frozen  Food 
57  Packets  Top  of  Milk 
75  Fresh  Milk  Concentrate 
173  Butter  Milk 
5  lbs.  Shortbread 
90  Chocolate  Biscuits 
42  st.  Cheese 
10  Packets  Crisps. 
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